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HighlightsSECOND GRADUATION CEREMONY 
OF JAPAN-AUTOMECHANIC SCHOOL

The 2nd graduation ceremony of Japan Automechanic School Ltd. took place on December 18th, 2017 with 16 graduates. All students are children of 
Grameen Bank borrowers.  Nobel Laureate Professor Muhammad Yunus presided over the graduation ceremony. Mr. Hirao Tsuneaki, Managing Director of 
Japan Automechanic Limited (JAL) and others were also present.

The School started operations in January 2015 with 10 students. It now has 31 students and aims to gradually scale up to 200 students.  It is an international 
social business joint venture between Japanese Foundation NPO SK Dream Japan, Grameen Shikkha and Rangs Workshop Ltd. Its aim is to train Bangladeshi 
youths in the maintenance and repair of automobiles, particularly those manufactured in Japan, providing hands on mechanic and English language training 
to students and enabling them to work in any part of the globe. Highly skilled local and foreign trainers, from Japan and Australia, teach at the school.

For the admission process, children of Grameen Bank borrowers are screened and the selected applicants get interest free education loans from Grameen 
Shikkha, which covers cost of equipment, dress, accommodation and they have a one-year grace period before being required to pay the loan through 
long-term installments.

Professor Yunus congratulated the new graduates and their parents on the great occasion, urging them to become leaders in automobile maintenance 
services in Bangladesh and other countries. He mentioned that another automobile related joint venture with a Japanese company would be launched very 
soon, which will market reliable automobile spare parts for better maintenance.
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Highlights

Professor Yunus calls on 
Indian Tribal youth to 
become entrepreneurs. 
He delivered the Keynote 
Speech at Samvaad, 
Indian Tribal National 
Congress in which he 
said the education 
system needs to 
change and encourage 
entrepreneurship 
over seeking jobs. He 
addressed a house 
packed with tribal youth 
from all over India, 
activists and scholars at 
an event in Jamshedpur, 
Jharkhand in India.

The President of École Polytechnique Fédérale de 
Lausanne  (EPFL) Professor Martin Vetterrli and Professor 
Muhammad Yunus discussing collaboration between 
their institutions on technology applications to solve 
concrete problems. Yunus Centre will undertake field trials 
of all technologies developed by EPFL through social 
business applications. The university agreed to make the 
PhD students of EPFL to be encouraged to apply their 
technology to solve concrete social problems. EPFL is 
a university in Lausanne, Switzerland, that specializes 
in natural sciences and engineering funded by federal 
government.

A World of Three Zeroes presented to His Holiness Pope Francis by Noble 
Laureate Professor Yunus  in the Apostolic Palace at the Vatican

From the left: The President of École Polytechnique 
Fédérale de Lausanne  (EPFL) Professor Martin Vetterrli, 
Professor Muhammad Yunus, and Professor Marc Gruber, 
Vice President for Innovation of EPFL and Director of Yunus 
Social Business Centre (YSBC) at the university.

Nobel Laureate Professor Muhammad Yunus is giving keynote address at the Japan 
Science Congress organised by Japan Science Technology Agency (JST). JST is the Japan 
Government Technology Agency, responsible for guiding and financing the national 
science and technology programs. Photo: Internet
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YUNUS ATTENDS CENTENARY CONFERENCE 
OF INDIAN ECONOMIC ASSOCIATION 
(IEA) AS GUEST OF HONOUR

Nobel Laureate Professor Muhammad Yunus was invited as Guest of honour at the 100th 

conference of Indian Economic Association (IEA) on December 27, 2017 in Guntur, Andhra Pradesh. 
He was invited at the historic centenary conference of IEA, which was established in 1917. He will 
give a special lecture for the economists on December 28.

President of India Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated the conference as the chief guest at Acharya Nagarjuna 
University, Andhra Pradesh, India. Governor of Andhra Pradesh E.S.L. Narasimhan and Chief Minister 
Nara Chandrababu Naidu were also present at the inaugural event. The theme of the conference is ‘India 
development experience since Independence’’. In his official address, HE President of India welcomed 
Professor Yunus at the conference and said, “Professor Yunus’ work in development economics has made 
him the pride of the entire subcontinent.”

Professor Yunus in his inaugural address to the conference highlighted what he thinks are important 
issues of the world such as absence of financial structure to help the poor to express their entrepreneurial 
ability, obscene concentration of wealth in a few hands facilitated by economic theory.  Economist must 
fix this machine to let wealth flow from top to bottom, not the other way around. Right after the speech, 
Professor Yunus had a one on one meeting with the Indian President to discuss the issues raised by 
Yunus during his speech during the inaugural session. Indian President invited Professor Yunus to meet 
him at the Rashtrapati Bhavan, official residence of the President to discuss in details about the issues.

Around 5000 high profile dignitaries including civil servants, researchers, and economists participated 
at the inaugural session of the conference.  The 100th conference of Indian Economic Association which 
is being held at Acharya Nagarjuna University will end on December 30, 2017. Yunus’ book A World of 
Three Zeros is being sold at the conference venue. 

Nobel Laureate Professor Muhammad Yunus invited by Salman 
Khan to a fireside chat at the groundbreaking Khan Academy founded 
by him, followed by book signing of his new book “A World of Three 
Zeroes” in San Francisco.

VISIT TO KHAN ACADEMY
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Success Stories

Mr. Aminul started his business with a small handloom factory.  At 
first, he started with 4 handlooms, and now it increased to 30. He buys 
pieces of clothes from the garments factories of Dhaka and makes 
different types of mats. His production is in sell all over Bangladesh. 

His father was a share-cropper and it was impossible for him to 
provide a family of 5, including 3 sons and 1 daughter. For this reason 
Aminul had to drop out from school, despite of his interest to continue 
his study.  His mother Julekha Begum, a Grameen Bank member 
borrowed BDT. 20,000 (250 US$) from Grameen Bank and gave to 

Aminul for his business. However, this sum proved to be inadequate 
to buy a handloom. They have to cut down a tree belong to them and 
made a handloom with the wood. He had been struggling with his 
business for the lack of sufficient capital. At this point he discussed 
with a Nobin Udyokt (New Entrepreneur) and contacted with the field 
office of GTT. After learning the details, he signed an agreement with 
GTT in 2014 and received investment of BDT. 200,000 (2,500 US$) in 
two installments. Thus, his journey of success begins. He received Best 
NU award from GTT in 2016 for the significant progress in his business. 

Aminul already refunded the whole investment from GTT and 
has applied for a second time investment. Today the number of his 
handlooms increased to 30 and number of employees are 30. There 
are 100 workers trained from his factory and is working currently for 
other factories as skilled workers. Aminul says about it, “I feel good 
that they are earning from other factories, though not from my factory. 
I was also poor one day, and I feel proud and peace as I was able to 
create employment for others.” 

ONNOSHEBA
Onnosheba is a diner and a catering service that provides nutritious and 
affordable food to menial workers mostly rickshaw pullers, daily laborers, school 
going children, construction workers and other lower and mid income earning 
working adults in the urban area of Chittagong, Bangladesh who are dependent 
on unhealthy street food for daily meal. It currently serves 700 meals a day, and 
has ambitions to increase to 25,000 meals a day within a few years, all without 
addition of taste enhancing ingredients, according to the founder Abida Hassan. 
Onnosheba was established in 2015 and is already profitable, operating on 
the non-dividend principle, ploughing back the profits instead to expand the 
business and reach more of the under-served. Onnosheba was a finalist in a 
global social business competition organized by the City of Paris last year. 

Managing Director of Onnosheba Ms. Abida Sultana explains, “Actually we 
are trying to solve crisis of availability of healthy food at affordable price in 
urban areas of Chittagong through social business frame work. Onnosheba 
is working for the mass people those who are deprived of healthy and good 
food. Within next two/ three years our target is to introduce packed food 
for the mass working people at street level. To fulfill this aim we need to 
connect entrepreneurs from different sectors to work with as it has immense 
opportunity to develop the group of job seekers by adding them with social 
business frame through Onnosheba.”
The key characteristics of  Onnosheba is  here food is prepared without the use 
of additives but with high quality ingredients and still sell it in an affordable 
price by keeping lower profit. Onnosheba also create entrepreneurs by giving 
new small & mobile shop owners food items on credit which allows them to 
start business without their seed capital.

Nobin Program
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YC Visit Programs

As Social Business is increasingly graduating from a theoretical probability to an emerging alternative 
economic model across the world, the ever increasing number of exposure visitors to Yunus Centre is 
a reflection of that graduation. Recently, senior business management consultants, researchers, and 
students from all over the world who decided to commit themselves supporting social businesses in their 
region, visited Yunus Centre to learn more closely - how the social business ventures are flourishing in 
Bangladesh. Professionals from Indonesia, YAHINTARA, who are working in the social welfare especially 
on environment, visited Yunus Centre and different social business ventures to get inspiration. CEO of 
Inergy, a tech startup company of USA with a mission to provide the world with affordable solar power 
visited Yunus Centre to directly experience successful social business models and learn more.  Visitors from 
leading public universities all over the world who are performing Masters or PHD, found it inspiring how 
social business having impact in different sectors of the society including that in the education sector. An 
Indian govt(semi) level team - who wanted to explore the possibility of a social business joint venture in 
the training field also joined . They apparently know little about social business but very much eager to 
learn.  Visitors also came from UK, Japan, Brazil at Yunus Centre and learnt about social business lately.  

SOCIAL BUSINESS ENTHUSIASTS 
VISIT YUNUS CENTRE

Nobel Laureate Professor Muhammad Yunus and 
ED, Yunus Centre, Ms Lamiya Morshed with six 
member team from Indonesia at Yunus Centre; 
they are from YAHINTARA (Architect Green 
Nusantara Foundation), an institution engaged in 
nonprofit social community activities 

Ms Ayako Hirota from Rikkyo University, Japan 
and Shane Scicluna from Middlesex University, 
UK at Nobel Gallery  ,  to gather up knowledge of 
Nobel Laureate’s long journey at a glance
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YUNUS SOCIAL BUSINESS CENTRE

Y unus Social Business Centre is a 
research hub for Social Business. 
A Social Business Centre under 

the Yunus name follows the principles and 
guidelines provided by Professor Muhammad 
Yunus, and try to determine the role of Social 
Business in solving society’s most pressing problems. 
Yunus Social Business Centres spread the idea of social 
business among the university students encouraging 
entrepreneurism and social commitments in them. Beyond 
the activities in the base university Yunus Social Business 
Centre also conducts social business workshops in diff erent 
universities. Yunus Social Business Centre is usually setup at the 
university corridor following a few rules and regulations.

By  January 2018, 46 centers has been established in diff erent 
universities in India, USA, UK, Japan, Taiwan, Albenia, Australia, New 
Zealand, Nepal, Thailand, Poland, Italy, Brazil, China, France, Turkey,  
Germany and Azerbizan. 

Recently, Nobel Laureate Professor Muhammad Yunus formally launched 
the Yunus Social Business Centre (YSBC) at prestigious Swiss University École 
Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL). EPFL is a university in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, that specializes in natural sciences and engineering funded by 
federal government. It is widely regarded as a world leading university. Also, 
Professor Yunus signed an MoU with Dr. BR Ambedkar University (BRAU), located in 
Srikakulam, Andhra Pradesh during the centenary conference of the Indian Economic 
Association at Acharya Nagarjuna University last December. After the YSBC of SSM 
College of Engineering (SSMCE), Tamil Nadu, and YSBC, Chandigarh University, Punjab, 
BRAU is the third university in India.

Brazil
• University of ESPM

Canada
• HEC, Montreal

England
• King’s College London 
• University of Salford   

Italy
• University of Florence

Turkey
• Okan University

Scotland
• Glasgow Caledo-

nian University

Germany
• Danone Endowed 

Chair of Social 
Business

Azerbaijan
• Azerbaijan Sate University 

of Economics (UNEC)

Zimbabwe
• Catholic University 

of Zimbabwe

Albania
• Epoka University

Spain
• University of Pompeu-

Fabra (UPF)

France
• HEC Paris

Palestine
• Bethlehem University

Poland
• Janusz Korczak Peda-

gogical University

Switzerland
• Ecole Polytechnique 

Fédérale de Lausanne

Mexico
• Autonomous University 

of Baja California

USA
• Becker College 
• California state university 



23Issue 12

NEWLY REDESIGNED 
SOCIAL BUSINESS PEDIA !! 

Social Business Pedia, the online encyclopedia for social 
business is a free web portal dedicated to facilitate social 
businesses. This Platform is the one stop point for knowing 
about social business ideas, news, information, projects, 
academic resources, entrepreneurs, investors, promoters etc.  

THE WEBSITE PROVIDES A WIDE ARRAY OF FACILITIES:
• News about what is happening in the world of Social 

Business;

• All social business events information 
updates;

• Details of various 
social Business 
projects being 
implemented 
throughout the world;

• Graphs and charts 
portraying various Key 
Performance Indicators 
(KPIs) of social business 
activities such as amount 
of investment, number of 
employment, projects etc.

• Profi les of friends of social 
business who are supporting 
and implementing the idea 
across the world;

• Profi les & contact details of the youths who initiated social 
businesses;

• Academic resources like books, articles, research papers, 
journals, speeches, interviews relating to Social Business;

• A communication interface that works like a social media site 
allowing people/organizations accesses to the communities 
(e.g. individuals, companies, universities, institutions etc.) of 
Social Business throughout the world

• -Guidelines to start social business and paves ways for 
getting seed fund;

• Online library containing various social business resources;

• Live video streaming of various social business events;

• Photos & videos of various social business events & projects;

• Easy registration & content sharing by registered users.

• Business plans of thousands of social businesses

• Updates on Nobin Udyokta Program in Bangladesh and 
around the world

We are inviting you to take a tour of it.  We invite everybody 
to put what they are seeing, what they are thinking, what are 
they producing, what kind of company they are creating. Visit 
us @ www.socialbusinesspedia.com

• All social business events information 

throughout the world;

portraying various Key 
Performance Indicators 
(KPIs) of social business 
activities such as amount 
of investment, number of 
employment, projects etc.

• Profi les of friends of social 
business who are supporting 
and implementing the idea 

Nobel Laureate Professor Muhammad Yunus exchanging the MoU 
documents for establishment of YSBC with BRAU Vice-Chancellor Koona 
Ramji in the presence of Minister of Human Resources Development of 
Andhra Pradesh, Mr. Ganta Srinivasa Rao in Guntur, 
India on December 27, 2017

Bangladesh
• Dhaka International University        
•  Daff odils International University

Thailand
• Asian Institute 

of Technology, 
kasetsart University

Australia
• La Trobe University, 
• University of new south wales
• Griffi  th University

Singapore
• University of Singapore

Malaysia
• Universtiti Teknologi Petronas, 
• Universiti Sains Malaysia
• National university of Malaysia
• University Putra Malaysia (UPM)

Taiwan
• National Central University
• Chang Jung Christian University
• National University of Kaohsiung

China
• Sen Yet – Sen University
• Yunnan Normal University
• Renmin University of china
• National Quemoy University

New Zealand
• Lincoln University

Japan
• Kyushu University

India
• SSM college of 

Engineering
• Chandigarh University
• Dr. B. R. Ambedkar 

University

Nepal
• King’s College 
• Novel Academy

Hong Kong
• Chinese University of Hong Kong
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8TH SOCIAL BUSINESS DAY, 2018
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Nobel Laureate Professor Muhammad Yunus formally launched the construction work of the permanent campus of Grameen Caledonian College of 

Nursing (GCCN) on 16th January, 2018. GCCN, which has already established itself as the country’s premier nursing college, is being operated at a rented 

premise in Dhaka right now. This permanent campus at Diyabari, Uttara in Dhaka will be a part of the planned ‘Samajik Medical Complex’, a state -of- the-

art social business medical facility of Bangladesh where there will be medical college, health sciences institute and tertiary level hospital.

Social Business Day is approaching fast. We hope you are getting ready to join this annual 
Social Business festival. This year has a surprise: VENUE! Instead of the traditional venue of 
Dhaka, this year 
Social Business 
Day will be held in 
India. Among the 
competing cities 
to host Social 
Business Day 2018 
, the front-runner 
is Bangalore. 
This will be a 
new and exciting 
experience for all 
of us. It will be held on June 28-29, 2018.

We invite you to register for the 8th Social Business Day, hosted on behalf of Nobel Laureate 
Professor Muhammad Yunus and Yunus Centre by Yunus Social Business, India. This year, our 
theme will be “A World of Three Zeros: Zero Poverty, Zero Unemployment, Zero Net Carbon 
Emissions”.

There will also be a Pre-meeting of the Social Business Academia Network on June 29, 2018, 
in order to prepare for our Social Business Academia Conference 2018 which will take place in 
November.

We look forward for you to join us on this special occasion.


